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SPECIAL THANKS  
Over the Ledge Theatre Co.; members of the Floor Show at Spartan Triple; 
Kate Snyder at Piper and Gold; Tyler Dyke; The Avenue; Wharton Center; 
Capital Hippie; LAAN; Michigan Pride; Grewal Law; John Dillingham
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RIVERWALK 
R E P O R T E R

OCTOBER 19–21 & 26–28, 2023SERVING THE GREATER LANSING AREA 228 MUSEUM DRIVE • LANSING, MI

EST. 1989

DOUBLE CAST TAKES OVER THEATRE

Our production of Richard O’Brien’s The Rocky Horror Show will feature two unique casts during its run. Presented through special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 
Directed by Shannon Bowen and Erin Hoffman. Choreography by Amanda Tollstam and Music Direction by Nicole Martin. More details within — read all about it.

The Rocky Horror Show 
had its USA premiere at the 
Roxy Theatre in L.A., 1974. 
Broadway opening March 

1975 at the Belasco Theatre.

Printing generously donated by:

The video or audio recording of this performance by any means is 
strictly prohibited. NO OUTSIDE PROPS PERMITTED.
WARNING: This play contains mature language and themes and 
may not be suitable for all audiences. 

One fateful night, Brad Majors and his fiancée, Janet Weiss — a wholesome, 
well-behaved, utterly normal young couple in love — innocently set out to 
visit an old professor. Unfortunately for them, this night out is destined to 
be one they will never forget. A thunderstorm and a flat tire force them to 
seek help at the castle of Dr. Frank ’N’ Furter, an alien, transvestite scientist 
with a manic genius and insatiable libido. Brad, Janet, and Frank ’N’ Furter’s 
cohorts are swept up into the scientist’s latest experiment. The night’s mis-
adventures will cause Brad and Janet to question everything they’ve known 
about themselves, each other, love, and lust. A loving homage to the classic B 
sci-fi film and horror genres with an irresistible rock score, The Rocky Horror 
Show is a hilarious, wild ride that no audience will soon forget.

Design & layout by 
Gruner Graphics

In the fall of 2018, we took a trip to the Stratford Festival to see their 
production of The Rocky Horror Show. The exuberance, daring and over-
the-top approach to the performance resonated with the two of us. At its 
campy core, Rocky Horror is certainly similar to other works of science 
fiction, but it is also seriously concerned 
with the problems created by man’s desire 
to create life. Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, 
patriarchal ideology based on biology, is 
also at stake in Rocky Horror’s blurring 
of gender and genre. That mix of gothic 
sensibility and hard science tied with ‘50s 
and ‘70s influenced music.

We returned home, determined to stage 
the production together. Several years, a 
pandemic, another baby for Shannon, and 
some back-and-forth with the publishing 
company later, and we find ourselves in 
the 50th anniversary of the production. To 
say that we wanted to tackle this project 
on a modest scale would be a lie. We have 
both immersed ourselves in all things 
Rocky Horror for some time.

As theatre geeks, what resonated for us was the thought of Frank as a 
postmodern Dionysus; a transcendent/transformative figure that can switch 
genders and sexualities as it suits his whims. Frank’s body exemplifies “the 
sacred and profane, native and alien, animal and human, humane and divine, 
divine and demonic, subject with object (of desire), the living with the dead, 
male and female, sub and dom, sadist and masochist. He is at once a thing 
and its opposite, yet never wholly either.”

Erin Hoffman (left) and Shannon Bowen welcome 
you to The Rocky Horror Show.

2023–2024 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Brian Farnham
ADMIN. VP. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kate Clark
PRODUCTION VP. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Shannon Bowen
TREASURE . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Michele Booher-Purosky
SECRETARY. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Elisha Smith

Lauren Mudry
Scott Pohl

Ayden Soupal
Julian Van Dyke
Rick Wendorf
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Aaron Wittbrodt
Liane Zimny

Laura Clark-Roumpz
Darrin Fowler
Leon Green

Alan Greenberg
Sarah Hayner
Bernie Lucas

Amanda Macomber
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THE TRAIL TO OREGON 
Directed by Ayden Soupal

NOVEMBER 9–12 & 16–19, 2023

CHRISTMAS BELLES 
a Jones Hope Wooten comedy

Directed by Kate Clark
DECEMBER 7–10 & 14–17, 2023

THE EXONERATED 
Directed by Alan Greenberg

FEBRUARY 15–18 & 22–25, 2024

AMADEUS 
Directed by Amy Rickett

MARCH 14–17 & 21–24, 2024

MOONGLOW 
Directed by Emily Clark

APRIL 11–14 & 18–21, 2024

JAMES AND THE  
GIANT PEACH

based on book by Roald Dahl

Directed by Linda Widener
MAY 16–19 & 23–26, 2024

Up next at Riverwalk

Each player by show’s end takes a verse individually expressing their differing 
identities and sexualities. For Columbia (named after both a film studio and 
a record company), it is fandom and love; for Rocky, it is unadulterated 
lust; for Brad it’s Oedipal confusion; for Janet it’s sexual empowerment and 
liberation.

Spoiler alert: in typical science fiction fashion, the show concludes with order 
being restored in America, Earth, and throughout 
the galaxy. The alien “other” is killed or returned 
to outer space and the earthlings, including the 
hero, the heroine, and what is left of the supporting 
cast, gratefully resume their humdrum lives in the 
suburbs as the dominant species on Earth, perhaps 
a little older and much wiser. Toward the conclusion 
of Rocky Horror, human beings prove themselves to 
be no wiser than the aliens. It is disturbing that like 
the aliens, they have nowhere else to go.

The reason Rocky Horror endures 50 years after its 
premiere is that beneath its surface silliness, the show 
tells a tale about initiation into a dangerous world; 
about surviving lost innocence; about deviance and 
acceptance; about creation, forgiveness, death and 
regeneration.

Bringing this to Riverwalk as a kick-off to the 
Mainstage portion of this season meant that we were going to do this to 
the fullest. What a joy it has been to essentially stage two productions of 
the same show simultaneously! We could not have done this without the 
incredible support of our production designers, crew and this unbelievable 
cast of actors. This has truly been a labor of love for us, and to see our dream 
come to fruition leaves us with only these words — don’t dream it, be it.

—Shannon Bowen and Erin Hoffman

get social



ROCKY 
CAST
10.19	 7:00
10.20	 Midnight
10.21	 8:00
10.27	 8:00
10.28	 Midnight USHERETTE/TRIXIE

Ny’Kieria Blocker
BRAD

TJ Kelly
JANET

Sally Hecksel
NARRATOR

Matt Ottinger
RIFF-RAFF

Brian Farnham

COLUMBIA
Carmen Zavala-Kelly

MAGENTA
Meghan Malusek

FRANK-N-FURTER
Lewis C. Elson

ROCKY
David Michael Cooper

EDDIE
Connor Kelly

DR. SCOTT
Quinn Kelly

HORROR 
CAST
10.20	 8:00
10.21	 Midnight
10.26	 7:00
10.27	 Midnight
10.28	 8:00 USHERETTE/TRIXIE

Kayla Henry
BRAD

Michael Palmer
JANET

Elena Billard
NARRATOR

Matt Ottinger
RIFF-RAFF

Robert Mueller

COLUMBIA
Tricia Rogers

MAGENTA
Keara Hayes

FRANK-N-FURTER
Luka Pawsek

ROCKY
Ron Meyer

EDDIE
Travis Leon Williams

DR. SCOTT
Alan Greenberg

PHANTOMS
(Both Casts)

Erin Biel Diego Collazo-Coca Caila Conklin

Dinah Dewald Taylor Haslett Karrington Kelsey Simon Rebeck

MEMBERS Community Circle Players at Riverwalk Theatre

ANGEL
Sam & Mary Austin
Diane Ashera
Brian Farnham
Leon Green
Lee Helder
Jack & Marge Hetherington
Douglas Kempf
Dan & Lisa Pappas
Bob Purosky & Michele Booher
Ric Sadler
Rick Wendorf
Mark & Jane Zussman

STAR
Kathy Booth
Nick & Darcy Bozen
Harlow Claggett & Diane Smith
Georgia E. Curry
Mary Job & Jim Stewart
Fran & Dave Ludington
Karen McGowan
Bonnie & Dick Radway
Kelly Sandula-Gruner • Gruner Graphics
Robert & Janice Skabic
Lonny & Judy Snow
Linda Widener

PRODUCER
Rod & Luanne Beaudry
Margaret Bossenbery
Charles Calati &  
    Kathleen Johnston-Calati
Gordon & Emily Clark
Laura Clark-Roumpz
Phyllis Easton
Tom & Carol Ferris
Tom Klunzinger
Jeff Magnuson & Amy Rickett
Scott Mandel & Maureen Dyer
Carin & Jim McEvoy
Gordon Miracle
Althea Phillips
Steven & Shirley Robinson
Bill St. John & Susan Nehf
Ron & Susan Swenson
Robert & Joan Trezise
Richard D. Weingartner
Carolyn White
Jim & Rose Zacks
Liane & Dave Zimny

Donna Aberlich
Bonnie Allmen
The Bowen Family
Joe & Kate Clark
The Cooke Family
Leroy Cupp
Denise & Jenni Daniel
Rachel & Ian Daugherty
Carmine Eason
Carolyn Ellis Logan
Zach Everly
Alan & Suzanne Greenberg
Edric & Brandi Haleen
Erin Hoffman
Charles Hoogstraten
Mary Elaine Kiener
Judith Labovitz

DIRECTOR
Gini Larson
Carolyn Logan
Bernie Lucas
Amanda Macomber
Mara McGill
Amelia Mestelle
Robert Nees & Mary K Hodges-Nees
Claudia & Matt Ottinger
Scott Pohl 
Greg & Denise Pratt
Bob & Suzanne Robinson
Jaideep Singh
Gerald (Jerry) Smith
Gordon & Shelia Taylor
Julian VanDyke
Glenda Whiting

Mary Avery
Jackie Borszich
Colleen Bethea
Diana Catallo-Porter
Jim DeLine
Jim & Jan Fry
Taylor Haslett
Marie Kuntz
Ron McNeill
Ralph Sims
Lauren Spadafora
Ron & Agnes Thill
Aaron Wittbrodt

Dawn Beaver
Caila Conklin
Kirk A Domer
Danny Ferris
Tom Heideman & Mary Koenigsknecht
Kayla Henry	
Cheryl Leece	
Tricia Rogers
Heath Sartorius
Rachel Schumann
Ben Warfield

STAGE MANAGER TECHNICIAN

Members in our 
ACTOR category 
listed on website.

IN MEMORY OF  
TOM KRONK
Nick & Darcy Bozen

IN MEMORY OF  
ROGER BELEN
Justin & Estina Banks

IN HONOR OF  
LEORA STUTES
Justin & Estina Banks

IN MEMORY OF  
BILL WOODLAND
Lee Helder

IN MEMORY OF  
MARILYN WASHINGTON
Lee Helder

IN MEMORY OF  
KEN BEACHLER
Mike Siracuse
Ron & Susan Swenson
Justin & Estina Banks
Katie Doyle
Lee Helder
Jeff Magnuson & Amy Rickett
Ralph Sims
Michael Siracuse
Ron & Susan Swenson
Mark & Jane Zussman

Your membership is a vote for continuing dependable, 
accessible, quality, community theatre.

Join online at riverwalktheatre.com/membership 
Or mail your check to:  
P.O. Box 12249 • Lansing, MI 48901
Memorial and/or Tribute contributions in any amount 
will be listed in programs for one year. Please make 
checks payable to Riverwalk Theatre, and on the check 
memo note “in memory of” or  “in honor of”. 

Science Fiction Double Feature

Damn It, Janet

Over at the Frankenstein Place

The Time Warp

Sweet Transvestite

The Sword of Damocles

I Can Make You a Man

Hot Patootie

I Can Make You a Man (continued)

SONG LIST  There will be one 15-minute intermission between acts.

Touch-a Touch-a Touch Me

Once in a While

Eddie’s Teddy

Planet Schmanet —  
Wise Up, Janet Weiss

Floorshow / Rose Tint My World

I’m Going Home

Super Heroes

Science Fiction Double Feature 
(Reprise)

 Get involved! You don’t have to be on the stage to find a role at Riverwalk. We need volunteers of all types: backstage, costumes, props, set building, painting, 
ushering and concessions. Fill out a volunteer form at riverwalktheatre.com or call the office at 517-482-5700

Unique rentals for parties, 
plays and special events!

rwtcostumeshop.com

MUSIC 
DIRECTION
Nicole Martin

CHOREO
Amanda Tollstam

Visit riverwalktheatre.com to read bios from our cast and crew.


